“Difficult Times IV”
We are continuing our teachings series entitled “Difficult Times IV”. In difficult times we must choose to trust the word of God.  Only then! Will we experience help and deliverance from God.  Let’s Get Into The Word!
Scripture Reading:  Habakkuk 2:4 (NLT) says this, “4 “Look at the proud! They trust in themselves, and their lives are crooked.  But the righteous will live by their faithfulness to God.
Call To Praise & Worship:  Psalm 100:1-5 (NKJV) says this, “1 Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands!  2 Serve the Lord with gladness; come before His presence with singing.  3 Know that the Lord, He is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise.  Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.  5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations.
************NOW WE WILL BE GOING INTO PRAISE & WORSHIP***************
Romans 1:16-17 (NKJV) says this, “16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”
In difficult times you need a word from God.  That you may know what to do in your difficult times.  However, the word of God only benefits.  Those who choose to hear it, believe it and finally do what the word of God says.  According to Hebrews 4:2 (NKJV) which says this, “2 For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.  Therefore, as you are hearing the word of God this morning.  You must choose to release your God given faith in the word of God.  Then and only then will you experience help and deliverance from God.  Amen!
2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) says this, “7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
A pilot is trained to rely on their instruments to fly safely and navigate without relying on visual references, a skill crucial for flying in low visibility, at night, or in bad weather. This training, known as instrument rating, teaches pilots to use a combination of instruments to manage the aircraft's altitude, speed, and attitude, while continuously cross-checking the information from different gauges to ensure accuracy and safety.  
The church is a training ground for believers and not unbelievers. When you attend church.  You must come ready to hear, understand and ask questions.  So that, when your difficult times come.  You will rely and depend on the word of God.  To see you through your difficult times.  Amen!
Hebrews 10:38-39 (NKJV) says this, “38 Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, my soul has no pleasure in him.”  39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.
Notice!  That the just shall live by faith.  The word "just" means being morally right, fair, and in conformity with God's word.  Therefore, when you choose to trust God.  You are in line with his word and therefore just before him.  However, when you choose to draw back.  Which means to retreat from or abandon faith, leading to spiritual ruin or perdition i.e. death. God has no pleasure in this because it is a rejection of you using your faith toward him. 
That can be caused by fear, sin, compromise, or a longing for your old life.  The Bible warns against this course of action while encouraging steadfast perseverance in faith.  Which pleases God according to Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) which says this, “6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.  In your difficult times.  Choose to believe in the word of God.  Seek him for help and deliverance.  Then you will be a witness and a living testimony to the goodness and faithfulness of God.  Amen!
Matthew 7:24-27 (NKJV) says this, “24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.
When you choose to hear and do what the word of God says. Your difficult times will not overtake you, but you will overtake them.  Because you chose to bring your difficult times to the Lord.  According Psalm 121:1-8 (NKJV) which says this, “121 I will lift up my eyes to the hills from whence comes my help?  2 My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  3 He will not allow your foot to be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.  4 Behold, He who keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.  5 The Lord is your keeper; The Lord is your shade at your right hand. 6 The sun shall not strike you by day, Nor the moon by night.  7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil;  he shall preserve your soul.  8 The Lord shall preserve your going out and your coming in from this time forth, and even forevermore.
This is a promise from God the Father through God the Son.  Therefore, depend on and trust the promise of God.  Then you will experience the manifestation of this promise in your difficult times.  Which will lead you to great joy and praise to God.  For his help and deliverance.  Amen!



26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”
By not choosing to act on the word of God in your difficult times.  Will only lead to you disaster.  Because the decision to do so was a foolish decision.  Therefore, there are consequences to not believing and trusting God.  In your difficult times, which is a great fall.  So, avoid this great falling by choosing to believe and trust the word of God.  Amen!
I Love You, Be Blessed!
Pastor Jimmy
