“Difficult Times II”
We are continuing our teaching series entitled “Difficult Times II”.  When these times hit on our lives.  We have a right and responsibility to share them.  With God the Father through God the Son.  Let’s Get Into The Word!
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 37:3-5 (NKJV) says this, “3 Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  4 Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.  5 Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.
Call To Praise & Worship:  Psalm 100 (NKJV) says this, “1 Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands!  2 Serve the Lord with gladness; come before His presence with singing.  3 Know that the Lord, He is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise.  Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.  5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations.
2 Chronicles 16:7-9 (NKJV) says this, “7 And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said to him: “Because you have relied on the king of Syria, and have not relied on the Lord your God, therefore the army of the king of Syria has escaped from your hand. 8 Were the Ethiopians and the Lubim not a huge army with very many chariots and horsemen? Yet, because you relied on the Lord, He delivered them into your hand. 9 For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this you have done foolishly; therefore, from now on you shall have wars.”
It is a foolish thing.  To decide not to rely on God in difficult times.  But decide to take matters into your own hands.  By making this foolish decision like King Asa did.  You cheat God out of his glory on your behalf.  And you cheat yourself out of a testimony about God on his behalf.  Therefore, this is what you call a “Lose, Lose” situation.  This is not pleasing to God, and it also brings consequences from God.  For King Asa the consequence was continued wars.  The very thing he was relying on the King of Syria to help him with.  Look over your life and determine if anything is getting better or worse.  If worse, then repent, which means to turn around.  Then ask God the Father for his forgiveness through God the Son.  Then declare all that you need his divine help with and he will do so.  Amen!
[bookmark: _Hlk213520876]Acts 12:1-19 (NKJV) says this, “1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the church. 2 Then he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 3 And because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of Unleavened Bread. 4 So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, intending to bring him before the people after Passover.  5 Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. 6 And when Herod was about to bring him out, that night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains between two soldiers; and the guards before the door were keeping the prison. 7 Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the prison; and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains fell off his hands. 8 Then the angel said to him, “Gird yourself and tie on your sandals”; and so, he did. And he said to him, “Put on your garment and follow me.” 9 So he went out and followed him, and did not know that what was done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 When they were past the first and the second guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads to the city, which opened to them of its own accord; and they went out and went down one street, and immediately the angel departed from him.  11 And when Peter had come to himself, he said, “Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered me from the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish people.”  12 So, when he had considered this, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose surname was Mark, where many were gathered together praying. 13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a girl named Rhoda came to answer. 14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, because of her gladness she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter stood before the gate. 15 But they said to her, “You are beside yourself!” Yet she kept insisting that it was so. So, they said, “It is his angel.”  16 Now Peter continued knocking; and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. 17 But motioning to them with his hand to keep silent, he declared to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Go, tell these things to James and to the brethren.” And he departed and went to another place.  18 Then, as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among the soldiers about what had become of Peter. 19 But when Herod had searched for him and not found him.  He examined the guards and commanded that they should be put to death.  And he went down from Judea to Caesarea, and stayed there.
The Apostle Peter was going through a difficult time being in prison with his death being certain.  However, with the constant prayers being offered up for him.  The Lord sent his Angel to release Peter from prison and certain death.  Therefore, when you are going through difficult times.  Don’t run from the church but let the church know the difficulties you are facing.  That the church may face them with you.  Through constant prayers to God on your behalf. Then you can expect divine intervention from God the Father through God the Son.  Amen!





Luke 22:39-46 (NKJV) says this, “39 Coming out, He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accustomed, and His disciples also followed Him. 40 When He came to the place, He said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.”  41 And He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done.” 43 Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him. 44 And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.  45 When He rose up from prayer, and had come to His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow. 46 Then He said to them, “Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, lest you enter into temptation.”
The Lord himself was having a difficult time.  Knowing that his time of death.  For the world’s sins was drawing near.  He called on his Father to take this cup of difficulty away from him.  Only if it was his will.  The Father response was to send an Angel to strengthen him.  However, his agony continued and he continued being aggressive in prayer.  Finally, after receiving the strength he so desperately needed.  He rose up from prayer empowered.  Therefore, as you go through your difficult times.  Pray through like the Lord did and you to will receive the strength to go on.  Despite what’s going on and achieve complete victory over your difficult times. Amen! 
Psalm 28:6-7 (NKJV) says this, “6 Blessed be the Lord, because He has heard the voice of my supplications!  7 The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, and I am helped; therefore, my heart greatly rejoices,  and with my song I will praise Him.
When you include God in your difficult times.  It creates what I call a “Win, Win” situation.  Where God receives praise from you for his faithfulness to you.  And you receive help from him in your difficult times.  Therefore, choose this is how you will deal with your difficult times in the now and in the future.  Amen!
As we close let us remember the word of God.  According to 1 Peter 5:6-7 (NKJV) which says this, “6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.
Don’t be hard headed nor hard hearted toward God in difficult times.  Be humble before God!  Invite him in to your troubles and he will deliver you.  Amen!
I Love You, Be Blessed!
Pastor Jimmy

