“Darkness”
The dark times of our lives happen two ways.  1.  Self-inflicted – meaning we make choices that lead us into dark places.  2. Worldly-inflicted – meaning the choices others make that tempt or causes us to be in dark places.  Let’s Get Into The Word!
Scripture Reading:  John 8:12 (NKJV) says this, “12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”
Call To Praise & Worship:  Psalm 100:1-5 (NKJV) says this, “1 Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands!  2 Serve the Lord with gladness; come before His presence with singing.  3 Know that the Lord, He is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise.  Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.  5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations.
Psalm 107:10-13 (NKJV) says this, “10 Those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, Bound in affliction and irons. 11 Because they rebelled against the words of God, and despised the counsel of the Most High.  12 Therefore He brought down their heart with labor; they fell down, and there was none to help. 13 Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and He saved them out of their distresses.
Your darkness is because you have rebelled against the words of God.  This is disrespectful and dishonorable to the Lord on High.  However, when you cry and repent.  Then the Lord will rescue you from the trouble you created.  Amen!
Matthew 4:10-16 (NKJV) says this, “10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ” 11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.  12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying:  15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 16 The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.”  
Your darkness is an opportunity for the Lord to turn on the light.  Therefore, allow him to come in and turn your darkness into light.  Amen!
Isaiah 9:1-7 (NLT) says this, “9 Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on forever. The land of Zebulun and Naphtali will be humbled, but there will be a time in the future when Galilee of the Gentiles, which lies along the road that runs between the Jordan and the sea, will be filled with glory.  
2 The people who walk in darkness will see a great light.  For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine.  3 You will enlarge the nation of Israel,     and its people will rejoice.  They will rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest and like warriors dividing the plunder.  4 For you will break the yoke of their slavery and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders.  You will break the oppressor’s rod, just as you did when you destroyed the army of Midian.  5. The boots of the warrior and the uniforms bloodstained by war will all be burned. They will be fuel for the fire. 6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.  The government will rest on his shoulders.  And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7. His government and its peace will never end.  He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!  
The prophetic message of the Prophet Isaiah.  Was for all generations of people who sit in darkness.  Because of their decision to rebel against the will and word of God.  However, we serve a compassionate God.  Who wants nothing but the best for us.  So, allow the Lord to restore you and enlarge you.  Amen!
Matthew 4:17 (NKJV) says this, “17 From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
Everything that God desire for you through the Lord Jesus.  Happens when you repent.  Amen!
Isaiah 61:1-4 (NKJV) says this, “61 “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, Because the Lord has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor;  He has sent Me to heal the  brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn, 3 To console those who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.”  4 And they shall rebuild the old ruins, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the ruined cities, the desolations of many generations.
Your darkness is not permanent it is only temporary. When ever you decide you want beauty for your ashes.  You can do a swap with God.  All things that has gone wrong in your life can be repaired.  Only repent before the Lord and he will bless you with all things good.  Amen!
I Love You, Be Blessed!
Pastor Jimmy

