“Defiant”
"Defiant" means boldly refusing to obey authority or a rule, often characterized by open resistance or a challenging attitude. It's an adjective that describes someone who is insubordinate, disobedient, and unyielding, even in the face of opposition.  Let’s Get Into The Word!
Scripture Reading:  Proverbs 16:18-19 (NKJV) says this, “18 Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.  19 Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.
Call To Praise & Worship:  Psalm 100:1-5 (NKJV) says this, “1 Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands!  2 Serve the Lord with gladness; come before His presence with singing.  3 Know that the Lord, He is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise.  Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.  5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations.
**************NOW WE WILL BE GOING INTO PRAISE & WORSHIP*************
Jeremiah 18:1-17 (NLT) says this, “18 The Lord gave another message to Jeremiah. He said, 2 “Go down to the potter’s shop, and I will speak to you there.” 3 So I did as he told me and found the potter working at his wheel. 4 But the jar he was making did not turn out as he had hoped, so he crushed it into a lump of clay again and started over.  5 Then the Lord gave me this message: 6 “O Israel, can I not do to you as this potter has done to his clay? As the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand. 7 If I announce that a certain nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down, and destroyed, 8 but then that nation renounces its evil ways, I will not destroy it as I had planned. 9 And if I announce that I will plant and build up a certain nation or kingdom, 10 but then that nation turns to evil and refuses to obey me, I will not bless it as I said I would.  11 “Therefore, Jeremiah, go and warn all Judah and Jerusalem. Say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says: I am planning disaster for you instead of good. So, turn from your evil ways, each of you, and do what is right. 
The first thing the Lord wanted his people back then and now to know.  That the Potter is the one who determines the destiny and purpose of the clay.  For instance, if the Potter wanted to make a beautiful cup for drinking out of the clay.  Then the clays destiny and purpose is clear.  To be a beautiful cup for drinking.  
However, if the Potter determines.  That the cup he made for drinking  wasn’t beautiful. Then the Potter has the right to crush the cup of clay and start over.  Therefore, let us understand this morning the parable of the Potter and the clay.  As it relates to our relationship with the Father through the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Lord commands us according to 1 Peter 1:15-16 (NKJV) which says this, “15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct. 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”  
Therefore, we are to be a clay of holiness because the Potter himself is Holy.  This is a beautiful commandment from God for his people.  So, choose to be Holy! Which means to live according to the will and word of God.  Amen!
12 But the people replied, “Don’t waste your breath. We will continue to live as we want to, stubbornly following our own evil desires.” 13 So this is what the Lord says:  “Has anyone ever heard of such a thing, even among the pagan nations?  My virgin daughter Israel has done something terrible! 14 Does the snow ever disappear from the mountaintops of Lebanon?  Do the cold streams flowing from those distant mountains ever run dry?  15 But my people are not so reliable, for they have deserted me; they burn incense to worthless idols. They have stumbled off the ancient highways and walk in muddy paths. 16 Therefore, their land will become desolate, a monument to their stupidity.  All who pass by will be astonished and will shake their heads in amazement.  17 I will scatter my people before their enemies as the east wind scatters dust. and in all their trouble I will turn my back on them and refuse to notice their distress.” 
The second thing the Lord wanted his people back then and now to know.  That disaster! awaits for those of us who choose to be defiant do evil in his sight.  However, that disaster can be thwarted.  If you make a choice to be humble and do good in his sight.  Therefore, it all comes down to your decision.  That only you can make.  The Lords will and hope is that you make the right decision, which is, to do good in his sight.  Amen!
Romans 2:5-11 (NKJV) says this, “5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent (not feeling shame or regret about one's actions or attitudes) heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who “will render to each one according to his deeds”: 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality. 
Humble folk who choose to be shaped by the will and word of God.  Will receive from God the Father through God the Son.  Eternal life, glory, honor, and immortality.  Amen! 
8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, 9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek.
Defiant folk who choose not be shaped by the will and word of God.  Will receive from God the Father through God the Son.  Indignation (which means anger that arises from a sense of justice, often directed against sin and injustice), Wrath (which means extreme anger), Tribulation (which means great trouble and suffering), Anguish (which means severe mental and physical pain).  For arrogant and disrespectful.  Amen! 
10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality (which means unfair bias in favor of one thing or person compared with another; favoritism) with God. 
Therefore, every person who chooses to do good in the sight of the Lord according to his will and word.  Will be blessed!  But those who choose to do evil in the sight of the Lord.  Will be cursed!  Amen!
Obadiah 3-4 (NKJV) says this, “3 The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who dwell in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; you who say in your heart, ‘Who will bring me down to the ground?’ 4 Though you ascend as high as the eagle, and though you set your nest among the stars, from there I will bring you down,” says the Lord.
A prideful heart against the will and word of God.  Is a heart that is deceived into thinking.  That there are no consequences.  For their arrogant pride against the will and word of God. However, please think again.  As the Lord has declared “I will bring you down”.  Therefore, come off the horse of pride and get unto the horse of humility.  Amen!
James 4:7-10 (NKJV) says this, “7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.
Those of us who are being defiant against the will and word of God.  Have clear instructions on what to do to overcome this defiance.
1. Choose to submit to God -  It is the only way to restore a right relationship with the Father through the son.  Amen!
2. Choose to resist the devil -  It is him that is helping you to be defiant toward the will and word of God.  Therefore, tell him to get behind you in the name of Jesus and he will flee from you.  Amen!
3. Choose to draw near to God on a daily basis and he will do the same toward you.  This will deepen the relationship between you and him.  Amen!
4. When your humility before the Lord is clear.  He will lift you up and all will be well.  Amen!
I Love You, Be Blessed!
Pastor Jimmy
