“The Deceitfulness Of Sin”
The Lord wants us to know about the deceitfulness of sin and how to overcome it.  Let’s Get Into The Word!  
Scripture Reading:  Genesis 4:7 (NKJV) says this, “If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.”
Call To Praise & Worship: Psalm 100:1-5 (NKJV) says this, “1 Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands!  2 Serve the Lord with gladness; come before His presence with singing.  3 Know that the Lord, He is God;  It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise.  Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.  5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations.
**************NOW WE WILL BE GOING INTO PRAISE & WORSHIP*************   
Genesis 4:1-7 (NKJV) says this, “4 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, “I have acquired a man from the Lord.” 2 Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the Lord. 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.  6 So the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.”
When Cain refused to listen to God.  He opened the door for Satan.  To come in and hardened his heart.  Against the will and word of God.  And this is exactly what happened.  You might ask how did you come to that conclusion.  I don’t see Satan no where in this interaction with Cain. 
This is why it is important to read the whole bible and not just parts of it.  Because according to 1 John 3:11-12 (NKJV) which says this, 11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother’s righteous.
Therefore, please understand that when you reject the will and word of God.  You invite the will and word of Satan to come in just as he did with Cain.  So, choose to listen to God and live.  Amen!
Hebrews 3:1-19 (NKJV) says this, “1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, 2 who was faithful to Him (God the Father) who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house. 
3 For this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house has more honor than the house. 4 For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God. 5 And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, 6 but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end (Meaning to stay true and joyful in your faith in Jesus Christ all your life, without giving up or turning away, no matter how hard things get).  7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says:  “Today, if you will hear His voice. 8 Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of trial in the wilderness.  9 Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, and saw My works forty years. 10 Therefore I was angry with that generation, and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart, and they have not known My ways. 11 So I swore in My wrath, “They shall not enter My rest.’ ”  12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end.  15 while it is said:  “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”  16 For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses? 17 Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? 19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. 
Meaning they didn’t believe God.  Would keep them from entering the promise land.  Because of their sin of disobedience.  You say how could that have been.  It was because of the deceitfulness of sin.  Which comes about in three stages.
1. The Illusion: Satan presents false promises of pleasure, freedom, or gain while hiding its destructive consequences.  Which according to Romans 6:23 (NKJV) says this, “23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Therefore, let us encourage one another with the truth of God’s word.  That we don’t fall into this trap of thinking sin is okay when it is not.  Amen!
2. The Process:  Satan uses sin to tempt us to rebel against the will and word of God.  He does this in increments over time.  Lowering our defenses and blinding us to own moral decline as we yield to him.  However, according to James 4:7 (NKJV) says this, “7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  The moment you are being tempted.  Is the moment you call on God the Father through God the Son.  Asking for strength to resist Satan.  That you may stand for God and not fall to the desires of Satan.  Amen!


3. The Result: Continuous yielding to Satan’s temptations of sin will cause spiritual hardening, making your conscience numb to God's voice.  However, the good news is that.  You can start to break down and remove this hardening of your heart.  If you do according to Hebrews 3:15 (NKJV) says this, 15 while it is said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”  The hardening of your heart came through repeated choices not to hear God’s voice.  Which then created a departing from God and your heart became harden.  Therefore, do the reverse and choose to hear his voice today and every other day.  Through reading your bible and attending church.  Where you will receive encouragement, strength, and the truth.  Amen!
I Love You, Be Blessed!
Pastor Jimmy
